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YOIiTAIKE.

THE honours to which. Mr. Addison was raised and the
wealth he obtained by his literary pursuits made M. Voltaire
observe, " That had he been in France he would have been
elected a member of one of the Academies; and, by the credit
of some women, might have obtained a yearly 'pension of
twelve hundred livres; or else might have been imprisoned
in the Bastille, upon pretence that certain strokes in his
tragedy of Cato had been discovered to have glanced at the
porter of some man in &ower."

STEELE'S JUDGMENT OF THE LOVE-PLOT IN CATO.

STEELE'S opinion of the love-plot in " Cato " is very oppo-
site to Voltaire's.

"In our degenerate age," says Steele, "the poet must
have more than ordinary skill to raise the admiration of the
audience so high, in the great and public parts of his drama,
as to make a loose people attend to a passion which they
never, or very faintly, felt in their own bosoms. That perfect
piece, called Cato, which has done so great honour to our
nation and language, excels as much in the passions of its
lovers as in the sublime sentiments of its hero; their gener-
ous love, which is more heroic than any concern in the chief
characters of most dramas, makes but subordinate characters
in this."

JOHN DENNIS'S  REVIEW OP CATO.

BY, what may be termed a contretemps in literature, Den-
nis became a furious antagonist of Addison. It appears that
Sir Eichard Steele had promised our critic to take some op-
portunity of mentioning his works in public with advantage,
and thereby of promoting his reputation. It, however, un-
fortunately happened, that Mr. Addison, who, probably, knew
nothing of Sir Eichard's engagement, quoted, in his paper
upon Laughter, the two following lines, which he calls hu-
morous and well-expressed, from Mr. Dennis's translation
of one of Boileau's satires:

*' Thus one fool lolls his tongue out at another,
And shakes his empty noddle at his brother."

Mistaking this quotation for the performance of Sir Biehard
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